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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Tartarin of Tarascon: Tartarin on the Alps Tartarin s creator was born under southern skies: Alphonse Daudet first saw the light at Nimes on 13th
May 1840. A er completing his secondary education at Lyons grammar school he took a post as usher in a school at Ales, an episode of his life
which he a erwards described in Le Petit Chose. Later he moved to Paris and there published his book, a collection of verse entitled Les Amoureuses.
From 1860 to 1865 he was secretary to the Duc de Morny. Daudet was now launched upon the world, and his youthful charm, his ardour, his
friendliness made success inevitable. He embarked on a literary career and, under the powerful influence of Musset and Murger, threw in his lot with
the Fantasist group. But the war of 1870 and his marriage soon developed his talent. He read Dickens and enjoyed the company of writers like Zola
and, above all, Edmond de Goncourt; his understanding deepened, and he gained much in sincerity and authenticity. Though never deserving of the
epithet naturalistic, he devoted a great deal of attention to accuracy and documentation; so that his best novels (Le Nabab, Numa Roumestan,
Sapho) are notable for their felicitous combination of historical fact with poetry. This, together with the fact that Daudet never succumbed to the
lure of sentimentality or hypersensitiveness, renders those works both interesting documents of the period and evidences of a rare personal
sensibility. It is probably this admixture of opposites which has assured his popularity with a large and faithful public both in France and elsewhere.
He died on 16th December 1897. Amid Daudet s vast and varied output the story...
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