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***x* Excerpt from Children s Teeth: A Community Responsibility For a number of years the United States Public Health Service has been engaged in
studies and investigations of the physical status of school children, and as a result of these investigations it has repeatedly drawn attention to the
overwhelming preponderance of dental defects over those of all other classes. The bad effect of decaying teeth, of inflamed gums, and of
suppurating areas in the oral cavity on the health and development of young children is obvious, and no effort should be spared to prevent the
occurrence of such conditions. The provision of dental facilities, both preventive and operative, for school children, is a measure which promises to
yield the most fruitful results in conserving their health. This article has been prepared as a result of the long-felt need of this form of health
supervision, and in response to the numerous requests received for information pertaining to the establishment of school dental clinics.
Investigations made by the United States Public Health Service and other agencies show that among the classes of defects observed in school
children that of dental defects is not only larger than any other, but larger than all the others combined. The examination of approximately 2,500
rural school children by United States Public Health Service officers revealed 49.3 per cent of the children with two or more decayed teeth. It is of
interest to know that the percentage of decayed teeth varied with the sexes and age groups, the highest being 45.5 per cent among the 8-year-old
boys and 37.5 per cent in the 7-year-old girls. Among this same group of children 18.3 per cent of...
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